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OVERVIEW 
The Navajo Indians rose up in support of our country during World War II by developing and utilizing a 
secret, unbreakable code of communications.  Despite a history of shaky relations with Anglo 
governments, the Navajo served in the Marine Corps because they believed in protecting their nation, 
which they understood to be both the Navajo tribal nation, and the United States of America.   This lesson 
describes the history of the Marine Corps’ Navajo Code Talker program, emphasizing how the Navajos’ 
unique history and culture made the program successful.   

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
TERMINAL LEARNING OBJECTIVES (TLO’s) 
Students will know who the Navajo Code Talkers were and understand their unique contributions to the 
war effort during World War II.   
 
ENABLING LEARNING OBJECTIVES (ELO’s) 

1. Students will describe how and why the Navajo Code Talker program was developed. 
2. Students will list the unique qualifications the Navajo tribe had to be selected for the program. 
3. Students will describe the impact the Code Talker program had on World War II.  

CORRELATIONS TO HISTORY-SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM STANDARDS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
11.7   Students analyze America’s participation in World War II. 
           
          3. Identify the roles and sacrifices of individual American soldiers, as well as the unique   
          contributions of the special fighting forces (e.g., the Tuskegee Airmen, the 442 Regimental Combat  
          Team, the Navajo Code Talkers).   
 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE SOCIAL STUDIES THEMATIC STRANDS 
Culture;  People, Places, and Environment;  Individuals, Groups, and Institutions 

ACTIVITIES/PROCESSES 
LECTURE 
Students will listen to the lecture and watch the accompanying PowerPoint.  The instructor will ask 
questions designed to help students develop historical empathy.  Students are instructed to take notes 
when the instructor mentions TLO’s and ELO’s. (45 min) 
 
PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS 
Midway through the lecture, the instructor will pass out primary sources for students to analyze.  The 
students will then answer a document based question corresponding to ELO’s #1 and #2.  The instructor 
will ask students to share their answers and will continue the lecture by explaining ELO’s #1 and #2 in 
detail. (15 min - incorporated into lecture) 
 
CREATING & USING CODE (optional enrichment activity) 
Activity Goals 

1. Students practice and understand the importance of  teamwork and communication 
2. Students practice and understand the importance of memorization 
3. Students relate the challenges of the activity to the challenges the Code Talkers faced in 

developing and using their code. 
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The instructor splits the class into groups, with a minimum of 4 students per group.  Each group is tasked 
with creating code words for a list of military terms (on ‘Creating Code’ handout), groups then try to 
memorize the code words. (15 minutes).  Each group is split in half.  The instructor has one half of the 
students in each group encode a simple message and then text message it to the other members of the 
group.  The students receiving the message decode it.  (15 minutes).   After the activity, each group will 
report on the viability of their attempt to develop and use their code.  The instructor will facilitate a class 
discussion, reviewing the goals of the activity and relating the challenges of the activity to the challenges 
the Navajo Code Talkers faced in developing and using their code. (15 minutes).   NOTE:  Keep this activity as 
simple as possible, ensure there are at least 2 cell phones per group and that senders have the receiver in their address book.   Only 
allow students to take out their phones when you are ready to have them transmit the code.  For each class period, change the 
‘message’ the students send.    (45 min.) 
 
WORKSHEET 
Students take home a worksheet for completion that reinforces information from the lecture. (20 min.) 
 
STUDENT ASSESSMENT 
Students take an assessment that measures knowledge of the ELO’s and TLO’s.  (20-25 min.) 

MATERIALS 
Instructor Lesson Plan 
Lecture 
PowerPoint 
Student Worksheet 
Student Worksheet Answer Key 
Student Assessment 
Student Assessment Answer Key 
Creating Code Worksheet (Enrichment) 
Sample Messages (Instructor Enrichment Sheet) 
Primary Source Document: Letter from MajGen. Vogel to the Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Primary Source Audio Clip:  Code Talkers speaking Navajo  .wav file 
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